Introduction
" Market competition and competition of trans-
portation facilities are inseparable. It is the
conditions that prevail in the market that reflect
themselves in the sphere of transport. Much of
the competition that exists in the former is due
to the grant of rates such as to suit their needs
and to meet the particular conditions that call
for adjustment."
The chapter concludes with the section on
discrimination. The different ways in which
preference could be shown are next demon-
strated These consist (1) in the railways
nullifying the effects of commodity competition
through an equalisation of transportation costs,
(2) in the declaration of special rates for parti-
cular commodities, (3) in wilfully allocating a
commodity to a lower-rated class and (4) in so
manipulating the time and conditions of such
rates as to apply only to the particular traffic
that is intended to be so helped. The case of the
Bombay, Baroda and Central Indian Railway
vs, the (Irain Merchants of Ajmere is quoted as
un instance of undue preference which was
contrary to the meaning of sections 42 and 43 of
the Indian Railway Act.
The main strands of thought are taken up in
tke last paragraph and the chief points arc
reiterated anew. The nature of railway rates
is neatly summed up concisely thus : "In
short, railway rates are purely empirical, sub-
ject to change and they have got to harmonise
with the general economic conditions; the pur-
veyors of traffic are us much interested in their
customers as the customers are in themselves,
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